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The Nagorno-Karabakh war that erupted in September 2020 resulted in a political crisis in Armenia. The loss of the war had major
consequences for Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan’s government. Having a larger and more advanced army and being supported by
Turkey, Azerbaijan managed to take control over pieces of territory in and outside of Nagorno-Karabakh. This led to a significant
change in the situation on the ground. Territory that had been under Armenia’s control since 1994 is now under the control of Baku.

The conflict ended when a Russia-brokered ceasefire was established in November 2020. The signing of the ceasefire agreement
meant that Armenia not only had to give up the pieces of land that Azerbaijan gained in the war, but also additional pieces of
territory that Armenian forces still controlled.

In Armenia the ceasefire and consequent loss of territory led to protest that called for the resignation of Pashinyan. In February
2021 the protests led to a standoff between Pashinyan and the military after Pashinyan stated that missiles that were provided by
Russia underperformed during the war. A senior official who was critical of Pashinyan’s remarks was fired. This resulted in
Pashinyan being publicly challenged by the chief of general staff and a group of top military officers who demanded that he’d resign.
In a response to what he called an ‘attempt at a military coup d’etat’, Pashinyan called on his supporters to face off against
demonstrators calling for his resignation.

On the 9th of March 2021 the protests reached a critical tipping point when opposition parties barricaded the parliament building.
Under pressure from the continues protests, Pashinyan announced on March 18th of 2021 that there would be early elections. The
elections took place on the 20th of June 2021 and Pashinyan was reelected as Prime Minister. The next parliamentary election in
Armenia will be held in 2025.

In January 2022, Armenia's president suddenly resigned, citing he experienced a lack of power during the war. On 3 March 2022,
he was replaced by Vahagn Khachatrian after a vote in the National Assembly. All opposition parties boycotted the vote. Again in
May 2022, protests against Pashinyan were widespread. Opposition parties organized massive protests against Pashinyan's
ongoing negotiations in Brussels with Azerbaijan over Nagorno-Karabakh. After weeks of protests, the opposition caved in and
ended the demonstrations in June 2022.

Political Situation
Under the political rule of the Republican party, protests sparked by civic initiatives became very common in Armenia’s capital
Yerevan as well as in Gyumri and Vanadzor, its second and third largest cities respectively. These initiatives had mainly been
organised by a post-Soviet generation of young civic activists without any political party affiliation, who address a range of issues
including the environment, cultural preservation, consumer rights, prices of basic commodities, labour and employment issues, as
well as human rights. The long-time rule of the Republic party came to an end with the velvet revolution in 2018.

The velvet revolution started a new political era in Armenia under the leadership of Pashinyan. Many civil society actors have taken
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up posts in the new government or joined political parties. Others did not want to join state institutions because of the fear of
cooptation and a weakening of civil society’s ability to hold the government accountable for its actions. On the left side of the
political spectrum there has been opposition against the growing neoliberal route that is taken by Pashinyan’s government. These
activists argue that the move towards more neoliberal policies have led to increasing poverty and inequality.

Since Pashinyan has been in power the largest protests that have taken place were after the signing of the ceasefire in November
2020 after the last Nagorno-Karabakh war. The loss of territory to Azerbaijan has led to civil unrest and protests. The protests were
led by opposition parties. The pressure on Pashinyan increased after he criticized the performance of Russian provided missiles
during the war. As a consequence top military officers called for his resignation. The protests escalated when the parliament
building was barricaded on the 9th of March 2021. After Pashinyan announced new elections some parties ceased their protests,
while others continued. The following elections of June 2021 were won again by Pashinyan. While the democratic transition in
Armenia and the support that it has from civil society organizations remains fairly strong, the war has revived political divisions. The
territory and lives that were lost during the war and feelings of insecurity are generating discontent in Armenia. This discontent is
threatening the government of Pashinyan, who has been broadly criticized for his handling of the war.

Nagorno–Karabakh conflict           

The Nagorno-Karabakh conflict is a conflict between Armenia and Azerbaijan over the territory called Nagorno-Karabakh. The
people of Nagorno Karabakh had attempted to legally obtain their independence in the early 1990s through a referendum. This
decision sparked a full scale war between the two nations and the result of the referendum was rejected by the Azeri Government.
An Armenian populated enclave within the internationally recognised borders of Azerbaijan, Nagorno-Karabakh has been de facto
independent from Azerbaijan since the war in the early 1990s. Internationally, Nagorno-Karabakh is considered part of Azerbaijan,
but its Armenian inhabitants call themselves citizens of the Artsakh (Nagorno-Karabakh) Republic. Although self-governed, it
depends financially and militarily on Armenia. Both countries also have different supporters who are entangled in the dispute.
Turkey has promised to stand with Azerbaijan while Russia pledged to defend Armenia.

The 'frozen conflict' had been ongoing for over two decades without a peace agreement. Peace negotiations mediated by the Minsk
Group, under the Organisation for Security and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE), had seen little progress. There were still frequent
shootings across the frontline, with dozens of deaths each year. Each side blamed the other for military casualties.

The conflict was reignited on the 27th of September 2020. During six weeks of fighting over 6,000 people lost their lives. After the
war was halted, the situation on the ground had significantly changed. Azerbaijan managed to take control over territory in and
around Nagorno-Karabakh. More than one third of the population was uprooted from areas that were formerly under the control of
Armenia are now controlled Azerbaijan. Specifically important gains for Azerbaijan were the town of Shusha, which lies close to
Nagorno Karabakh’s capital Stepanakert, and the Lachin corridor. Azerbaijan also gained some of Nagorno-Karabakh mountainous
areas and seven additional pieces of territories that it had lost to Armenia in the 1990s.

On November 9, a Russia-brokered ceasefire was established in which Azerbaijan got to keep the territory it regained in the
conflict. Russian peacekeepers have been deployed to the parts of Nagorno-Karabakh that were held by Armenian forces. Part of
the territory that is controlled by Russian peacekeepers is the Lachin corridor that contains the main road to travel from Armenia to
Nagorno-Karabakh. Azerbaijan regained this corridor during the war, but will be under temporary control by Russian peacekeepers.
The Lachin corridor is important to Armenia because it is a direct connection with Nagorno-Karabakh. If the territory were to fall
under Azerbaijani control, this would cut of Armenian support to the region. It could also prevent refugees from fleeing to Armenia.
Russian peacekeepers have been checking documents of travelers trying to enter Nagorno-Karabakh since January 2020. They do
so in accordance with a new regime imposed by the de facto authorities.

Many foreign citizens, including those of ethnic Armenian origin who are engaged in humanitarian projects, have been refused entry
to the region since this regime came into force. The ceasefire also created a new frontline. Where previously the opposing parties
where separated by hundreds of meters, they are now separated by 30 to 100 meters. The close proximity of the military forces
makes the new frontline more volatile. Regardless of the ceasefire, the situation on the ground remained tense and several
confrontations have taken place since November 2020.

The conflict escalated again on September 13, 2022 after large-scale clashes between Azerbaijan and Armenia culminated in the
deaths of at least 200 soldiers. The Armenian side has accused Azerbaijan of shelling military positions on Armenian territory with
artillery and large-calibre firearms. Armenia requested its CSTO partner Russia for mutual assistance, but this call remained
unanswered, which left Armenia dissapointed with the decisiveness of the alliance. A new ceasefire agreement was announced on
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September 15, 2022, which has proved fragile to date. 

Velvet revolution

In early April of 2018, outgoing President Sargsyan was nominated by his ruling Republican Party as a candidate for the post of
Prime Minister. With an absolute majority in parliament, there was no doubt he would be elected. This move was highly
controversial. Sargsyan just ended his second and final presidential term in April 2018. During his term, he and the Republican
Party launched an initiative that would change the constitution and transfer crucial powers from the President to the PM. The
opposition from the very start feared this was simply a ploy for Sargsyan to remain in power as PM. In reaction to the nomination,
the opposition called for protests. Most notable was Nikol Pashinyan, MP and one of the leaders of Yelk, an opposition alliance of
three parties (including Pashinyan’s own Civil Contract party), with 9 seats in parliament.

Apart from a couple of small clashes and some hard-handed arrests there were practically no cases of mass beatings or
crackdowns. Within days the protests had not only spread to the outskirts of Yerevan but also to other cities and towns across the
country. Attempted talks between Pashinyan and Sargsyan on April the 22nd ended with the latter walking out after 3 minutes,
angered by the presence of journalists and Pashinyan’s insistence on his resignation. After the talks, Pashinyan and most leaders
of the protest were arrested. Instead of demotivating the protesters, this caused the pouring out of an unprecedented number of
people onto the streets, with students taking over the lead as the politicians were jailed. Under such massive public pressure,
Sargsyan resigned his post while Pashinyan was released alongside other protest leaders hours earlier on the 23rd of April. The
ruling Republican Party was not yet ready to give in, however. Calling for new PM elections within several days, the party held on to
its power. The parliamentary elections took place on the 9th of December and were won by Pashinyan's My Step Alliance. 

2022 - more protests over Nagorno-Karabakh negotiations

Since April 2022, Azerbaijan and Armenia are negotiating a new peace deal, mediated by western powers. On April 7, 2022,
Pashinian and Azerbaijani President Aliyev met in Brussels alongside European Council President Charles Michel. Lately, progress
has been made in the peace talks, with both parties seemingly ready to make concessions. Baku requests a mutual recognition of
each other’s territorial integrity – Pashinian said this was acceptable for his government. In an April 13 speech, he had also said that
the international community pressures Armenia to “lower the bar a bit on Nagorno-Karabakh’s status” – angering many in Armenia.

Since then, protesters call on PM Nikol Pashinian to step down as they oppose concessions to Azerbaijan regarding Nagorno-
Karabakh. The protests gained momentum as major opposition leaders joined. The fierce protests continued until June 2022, when
the opposition parties ended the demonstrations - saying to "re-evaluate their strategies".

Human Rights

Reports have always shown that human rights violations remain an important issue in Armenia. The former authorities interfered in
a number of peaceful protests that took place throughout the years. In several instances, police dispersed protesters using force.
Local human rights defenders continued to raise concern over high numbers of reported beatings and ill-treatment in police
custody. Some groups within society also aim to discredit human rights work and silence human rights defenders. Antidemocratic
activists also appeared to target individuals with large amounts of hate speech online. Photos of activists were posted online in
order to indicate that these individuals were being monitored. The government failed to take effective measures to counter these
campaigns.

The US State Department has noted “systemic corruption” as one of the most frequent and serious forms of human rights violations
in Armenia, saying the former authorities were not doing enough to tackle it. Local anti-graft watchdogs like the Anti-Corruption
Center (ACC), which operates as the Armenian branch of Transparency International, was highly sceptical about the former
government’s assurances of intention to tackle corruption. Armenia ranked 60th out of 180 countries and territories evaluated in
Transparency International’s 2020’s Corruption Perceptions Index (CPI).

The post-revolutionary government of PM Nikol Pashinyan has made human rights and a fight against corruption its key points, next
to eradicating monopolies and separating business from politics.

According to a Reporters Without Borders’ report regarding freedom of the media, there is a significant degree of pluralism and
relatively little state censorship, as a law prohibits censorship in media. But still, there are laws through which defamation and libel
can be punished by prison terms. Journalists have faced pressure, violence and charges under such laws. While it is too early to

3



say whether and how the new government will affect change in this regard, it should be noted that PM Pashinyan, himself a former
journalist, has so far been notably public and accessible to the media.

Women’s rights

Violence and discrimination based on sexual orientation and gender identity are serious problems as well. A few incidents were
recorded when women’s rights activists were threatened and assaulted, as well as threats made to the Women’s Resource Centre
following its calls for gender equality legislation. The anti-discrimination draft bill, prohibiting all forms of discrimination, was
abandoned after the former government initiated the process to join the Eurasian Economic Union. While PM Pashinyan has singled
out the role of women in the Velvet Revolution and expressed hope it was only the beginning of women’s active participation in
politics, his current cabinet includes only 2 female ministers of a total of 15.

Violence against women is also still a problem in Armenia. Armenia has signed, but still has to ratify, the Council of Europe (CoE)
Istanbul Convention on Prevention and Combating Violence against Women and Domestic Violence (Istanbul Convention).
According to a Human Rights Watch Report, several cases of domestic violence were publicized by media and civil society groups
in 2020. One incident was reported of a man who beat his partner to death. According to the Armenian criminal code, domestic
violence is neither a stand-alone felony nor an aggravating criminal circumstance. According data collected during the first half of
2020, 395 cases of domestic violence were investigated by authorities. Charges were brought against 196 people, and 62 were
send to court. Armenia only has two shelters for survivors of domestic violence, which only have the capacity to shelter 17 to 20
victims.  

LGBTI rights             
According to a report from the US Department of State, antidiscrimination laws do not extend protection to LGBTI individuals.

Consequently, members of the LGBTI community cannot rely on hate crime laws or other judicial mechanisms to aid in the
prosecution of crimes based on sexual orientation or gender identity. Furthermore, the report states that societal discrimination of
LGBTI persons negatively effects all aspects of live, including employment opportunities, housing, access to health care and
education and family relations. Transgender persons specifically are vulnerable to psychological and physical abuse. Public officials
and politicians also take part in anti-LGBTI rhetoric.

The Armenian NGO PINK documented 41 cases of discrimination based on sexual orientation and gender identity. The cases
included hate crimes such as physical, sexual and psychological violence, as well as violations of property and threats to
someone’s life. In most of these cases the victims did not seek help from law enforcement, believing it unlikely that law enforcement
would take action. Another NGO reported 130 cases of violations of the rights of LGBTI persons in 2020.

Gay men encounter abuse and discrimination due to mandatory military service. Men who are openly gay can be exempt from
military service. However, the exemption requires a medical finding based on a psychological examination that indicates that an
individual has a mental disorder. This mental disorder indication also appears on personal identification documents. This creates
obstacles when gay men are looking for employment or want to obtain a driver’s license. Gay men who do not get an exemption and
serve in the military have reported physical and psychological abuse by fellow soldiers and command.

Prison Monitoring Group described how LGBTI individuals are also suffering from abusive prison conditions in prisons. LGBTI
individuals are held in segregated cells under worse conditions than other inmates. Cutlery and food preparation was separate, they
had their own washing machine and a separate cell for solitary confinement. LGBTI individuals were also forced to perform
humiliating tasks such as picking up trash for other prisoners, cleaning toilets and providing sexual services. 

Armenia-EU relations  

In the wake of a positive conclusion to four years of negotiations between Armenia and the EU on an Association Agreement, it
seemed that Armenia could start to look forward to deeper cooperation with the EU, which would hopefully bring strong economic
and political benefits. However, only months before the planned signing of the Association Agreement, President Serzh Sargsyan,
after a meeting with Russian President Vladimir Putin, suddenly decided to make Armenia a member of the Russian-led Eurasian
Economic Union (EEU) instead, thereby precluding the AA. On 2 January 2015, Armenia became a full member of EEU. The move
is widely believed to be the result of strong Russian pressure in the areas of economy, energy and security. The Comprehensive
and Enhanced Partnership Agreement (CEPA) was signed on 24 November 2017. It replaces the former EU-Armenia Partnership
and Cooperation Agreement. As of August 2020 22 EU countries have completed the internal procedures necessary for the
ratification of the CEPA, and 5 states – Spain, Belgium, Portugal, Greece and Italy, are very close to the completion of that
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ratification process. 

Armenia and the EU are committed to further cooperation aimed at the continuous improvement of areas including democratic
institutions and judiciary, the promotion of human rights and the rule of law, good governance, the fight against corruption, the
strengthening of the civil society, and others. 

Developments on Constitutional Court 

The Armenian parliament has adopted proposed changes to the constitution that would lead to the removal of Constitutional Court
judges, potentially opening the door for Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan to exert more influence over the South Caucasian nation. A
total of 89 members of the National Assembly -- all affiliated with the ruling My Step bloc -- backed the draft constitutional
amendments in the first and second readings on June 22 2020. The votes were boycotted by the two opposition parties
represented in the 132-seat legislature -- the Prosperous Armenia Party (BHK) and the Bright Armenia Party (LHK). The draft
changes, unveiled by the My Step bloc of Pashinian, would lead to the immediate dismissal of three of the nine Constitutional Court
members. It would also require the court to elect a new chairman, since constitutional changes meant that chairman Hrayr
Tovmasian was removed from his position. He does remain a member of the court as a judge. In September of 2020, the three
Constitutional Court members that had to resign were replaced. Tovmasian and three other judges are under government pressure
to give up their positions in order to be replaced. Tovmasian and the three ousted judges have made an appeal in front of the
European Court of Human Rights in order to be reinstated in their old positions.

Elections
Electoral System   

Armenia changed to a parliamentary representative republic in April 2018 after constitutional changes were adopted in 2015,
following a controversial referendum with a voter turnout of only 51 per cent, barely enough to make the vote valid. The president
remains the head of state and the head of government but will hold mainly ceremonial powers. The executive power is exercised by
the government, with the prime minister having the most influential position. The legislative power is exerted by both the
government and the parliament. The parliament - the National Assembly - consists of 101 MPs that are directly elected every five
years through a two-tier proportional system which includes national and district candidates. Regulations are based on the
constitution and the Electoral Code, amended in 2005. It also rules on details like the proportion of female and male MPs in the
National Assembly and the voting eligibility for Armenians living abroad. The country has a multi-party system, with a government
usually consisting of a coalition, even if just a symbolic one: the ruling party usually manages to garner a majority on its own. The
threshold to enter the parliament is 5 per cent for single parties and 7 per cent for blocs.

 

Parliamentary Elections
2021 early parliamentary elections
Despite polls suggesting a close tie between Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan’s Civil Contract (KP) party and former President
Robert Kocharyan’s Armenia Alliance (HD), the results mean a clear win for Pashinyan. The June 20 preliminary results showed
that Civil Contract gained 53.9% of all the votes. That is more than double of what recent polls suggested, although in those surveys
many respondents declared that they were still undecided. Most undecided voters preferred Pashinyan over Kocharyan, giving the
former a strong mandate to govern, as it would give the party over two-third of the seats.

The results showed that his newly established Armenia Alliance will gain 21.4% of the votes. With some polls predicting it to gain up
to 29.0%, this proved a major disappointment for the party. Of the over twenty parties participating in the election, only three will
make it into parliament. Next to Civil Contract and Armenia Alliance, the recently established I Have Honour Alliance (PUD), led by
former director of the National Security Service and President Arthur Vanetsyan, is the third party to win seats in the assembly. This
despite the alliance in the results falling to reach the 7% electoral threshold for political blocs, gaining 5.2% of the votes.

Under the Armenian Constitution, there need to be at least three parties represented in parliament. Seats will be allocated to the
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third-largest party regardless of whether it breaks the threshold. With these results, Pashinyan’s Civil Contract would gain 72 seats,
the Armenia Alliance 27 seats, and the I Have Honour Alliance 6 seats within a 105 seated parliament. However, if the largest party
gains over two-third of the seats, the other opposition parties will be awarded seats to bring that the share down back to two-thirds.
Civil Contract will have 71 seats, Armenia Alliance 29 and I Have Honour 7, in a 107 seated assembly.

The two former parties represented in parliament, Prosperous Armenia (PAP) and Bright Armenia (BHK), failed to reach the 5%
electoral threshold for political parties. The pro-Russian PAP gained 3.9% of the votes, while the pro-Western BHK only managed
to gain 1.2%. The pro-European Hanrapetutyun Party gained 3.0% of the votes. No other parties reached higher than 1.5%. This
means that the opposition will now solely consist of pro-Russian forces, with the Armenia Alliance and I Have Honour Alliance. The
little more moderate stance on Russian relations of Pashinyan might have attracted many undecided voters.

Results elections 2021

Party Percentage Seats +-
Civil Contract 53.96% 72 -16
Armenia Alliance 21.06% 27 +27
I Have Honour Alliance 5.23% 6 +6
Prosperious Armenia 3.96% 0 -26
Hanrapetutyun Party 3.04% 0 0
Bright Armenia 1.22% 0 -18
Other parties 11.53% 0 0

Aftermath of the election
The Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE) also stated that the vote was largely free and fair. In its report
released on June 21, it noted that election day was peaceful generally speaking. Voter turnout stood at 49.4%, which is slightly up
from the 48.6% during the December 2018 elections. The OSCE also noted that the elections were generally well managed within
the short timeframe and were competitive. However, there were also concerns. The nature of the campaign, revolving around the
personalities of the two main rivals, hindered any policy-focused debate. Women were also side-lined during the campaign. 

 

2018 elections won by Pashinyan
On 9 December 2018, Nikol Pashinyan had still convincingly won with his My Step Alliance in the early parliamentary elections with
70.4 per cent of the votes. With this win, Pashinyan held the majority in parliament which allows him to impose the demanded
reforms coming out of the Velvet Revolution last spring. 11 parties participated in the elections, but only two other parties besides
the My Step alliance entered the National Assembly: Prosperous Armenia Party (BHK), led by tycoon Gagik Tsarukyan, with
8.4 per cent and Bright Armenia, a former ally of Pashinyan’s, with 6.4 per cent. The former ruling party, Republican Party (HHK),
gained only 4.7 per cent of the votes falling short of the required 5 per cent threshold. Its occasional coalition partner, Armenian
Revolutionary Federation-Dashnaktsyutsyun, also failed to pass the threshold gaining only 3.9 per cent.

Results elections 2018

Party Percentage Seats +-
My Step Alliance 70.43%  88 +88
Prosperous Armenia Party 8.27%  26 -5
Bright Armenia Party 6.37%  18 +15
Republican Party of
Armenia (HHK)

4.70% 0 -58

Armenian Revolutionary
Federation

3.89% 0 -7

Menq Alliance 2.00% 0 -1
Other parties 4.33% 0 0

 

"Democratic" campagin and election
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The turnout was 48.6 per cent which is 12 per cent lower than with the previous elections. The Organization for Security and
Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) observers called the elections “democratic”, saying they were held in freedom and there was
genuine competition without vote-buying and pressure on voters. The previous parliamentary elections were marked by fraud, but
according to the OSCE, this was not the case this time. They also noted the positive media environment, with many TV channels –
including state channels – providing reasonably balanced coverage. For the first time debates were held between the leaders of all
participating parties. 

The ousted HHK claimed there to be irregularities, but European observers said they saw no proof for those claims. HHK and some
other critics also accused Pashinyan of inflammatory rhetoric and even hate speech during the campaign. His rhetoric was dividing
the society into “us” (those who supported the revolution) and “them” (those who support the Republican Party, unspecified
oligarchs and corrupt officials).

Aftermath
All the parties who participated in the elections accepted the result. The Prime Minister was appointed by the President. The
candidate ise the one who is proposed by the majority, in this case, that was Nikol Pashinyan. The result of this election gave him a
huge mandate to implement any and all reforms he envisions. His My Step did not enter any coalition.

Presidential Elections
2022 presidential election

On 3 March 2022, Armenia’s National Assembly has elected a new president after the sudden resignation of Armen Sarkisian last
January. Vahagn Khachatrian, supported by PM Pashinian’s Civil Contract party, was elected in the second round. Despite an
election boycott by the opposition, the 71 votes he gained were sufficient.

The full Armenian opposition boycotted the vote. They abstained from voting and did not list any candidates for the presidential
position. The “Armenia” and “With Honor” factions of the National Assembly said in a joint statement that “although the institution of
the President should act as a truly neutral institution uniting the society, the government in power has decided to nominate and elect
a President representing the ruling force only.

”The 62-year-old Khachatrian is a well-known politician in Armenia, and a former mayor of Yerevan and MP. Since 2021, he served
in Pashinian’s cabinet as a Minister of High-Tech Industry. The powers of the president are limited in Armenia. Khachatrian’s main
concern seems to be the international position of Armenia, especially after the devastating 2020 Nagorno-Karabakh war with
Azerbaijan. He said that the country’s security and defense capabilities need to increase, and desires stability in the region. 

Armenia’s former president, Armen Sarkisian, resigned on 23 January 2022 over disagreements with PM Pashinyan over
negotiations with Azerbaijan. He allegedly experienced a lack of power to influence policies during the crisis and criticized the PM
for being left out of negotiations and disagreed with the removal of Armenia’s military leaders during heavy anti-government
protests.

Social Democratic Parties

Armenian Revolutionary Federation-Dashnaktsutyun (ARF-D)

Party Leader: Supreme Council
Number of seats: 0
http://www.arfd.info/

The Armenian Revolution Federation was established in 1890 in Tbilisi. During the First Armenian Republic established in 1918 the
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party was in power, but it was banned following the Sovietisation of 1920. The party, however, continued to function in the diaspora.
The party was reintroduced in Armenia after 1988, but was banned in 1994 by then President Levon Ter-Petrossyan on allegations
of terrorism. The president took this and other allegations (following the constitution) to the Supreme Court. The Court concurred
only with one of the president’s accusations, that the ARF broke the Law on Parties by having non-Armenian citizens in its
leadership. In 1998 then-president Robert Kocharian re-allowed the party and asked it to support him in his campaign for the
presidential elections. The support was, however, more pragmatic than ideological.

The ARF aims for “the creation of a free, independent and united Armenia” and is prominent in Nagorno-Karabakh, the break-away
region of Azerbaijan de facto independently governed by local Armenians. The “Dashnaks” hope to once reunite the entire
Armenian diaspora on the united Armenian lands. The party therefore is popular among the diaspora Armenians and receives much
financial support from them. The main objectives of the party are the establishment of a minimum wage of 50,000 Drams, the
establishment of an anti-corruption entity, and a minimum retirement benefit.

The party describes itself as essentially national, socialist, democratic and revolutionary. It is based on social justice, democracy
and national self-determination for the Armenian people. The ARF is internationally recognised as a social democratic party, and
became a full member of the Socialist International (SI) in 2003. Currently, the party is seeking to intensify the relationship with the
Party of European Socialists (PES) and has officially the status of an observer. The ARF has an extensive network of local
organisations, also beyond the Armenian borders, and is structurally well-functioning.

Citizen's Decision Social Democratic Party

Party Leader: Suren Sahakyan
Number of seats: 0
https://www.sdp.am/

Citizen's Decision was founded in November 2018 after the Velvet Revolution. The party's origins can be traced back to the
Mashtots Park Movement. During this protest activists occupied the Mashtots Park in an attempt to stop construction and perserve
public green areas in Yerevan. 

The party is not currently represented in parliament, but during their 2018 parliamentary election campaign they voiced criticisms of
prime minister-turned-revolutionary leader Nikol Pashinyan for alleged shortcomings and advocated reforming the Constitution, the
Electoral Code and instituting transitional justice. 

The party advocates for the welfare state, redistribution of wealth, environmentalism, universal healthcare, free education, gender
equality, support for trade unions and direct democracy. They also advocate for maintaining neutral relations with Russia, as well as
establishing peace in the Caucasus region and self-determination of the Republic of Artsakh. 

Other Parties

Civil Contract (KP)

Party Leader: Nikol Pashinyan
Number of seats: 71
https://armenpress.am/eng/news/955824.html

Pashinyan’s Civil Contract was formed in 2013 as an NGO, but in 2015 also as a political party. It was which is the leading party in
the My Step Alliance, which took part in the 2018 elections. The My Step Alliance also consisted of the Mission Party and various
representatives of the civil society. It was formed in August 2018, before the Yerevan City Council election, 2018. The leader of the
alliance was the Prime Minister of Armenia Nikol Pashinyan.

On 31 March, at the beginning of the 2018 Armenian revolution, Nikol Pashinyan and a group of supporters began a march from
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Gyumri, Armenia's second largest city. The campaign, named "My Step", was declared with the intention to prevent Sargsyan's
election as prime minister on 17 April. On 23 September 2018 the alliance participated and won in the Yerevan City Council
election. The alliance ran in the Armenian parliamentary election, 2018. They won 88 out оf 132 seats.

After the party’s victory, Pashinyan stated that the Republic of Armenia again will become an industrial country and that the image
of the country’s economy will change in 2019. Moreover, he expressed the wish for several reforms to be made during 2019 to
receive people’s trust vote. Goal is, that the winner of all upcoming elections is chosen because of free expression of the citizen’s
will.

After the disatorous Armenian-Azerbaijan war in the fall of 2020, large scale protests triggered early elections. After these were
called by Pashinyan, the Civil Contract decided to run on its own. It managed to gain 72 seats in parliament in the election, giving it
a two-third majority. Among its goals are to double the population of Armenia within 20 years, ensure human rights and freedoms,
eliminate corruption, strengthen the economy, but also protecting the environment. The party is best classfied as a centre party,
with a populism ideology. 

Armenia Alliance

Party Leader: Robert Kocharyan
Number of seats: 29
https://xn--y9afw8bd4f.xn--y9a3aq/en

The Armenia Alliance was established shortly before the June 20 early parliamentary elections in 2021. In May the party was
launched by former President from 1998 to 2008, Robert Kocharyan. He was critical of Prime Minister Pashinyan, specifically his
handling of the lost war with Azerbaijan. The Armenia Alliance consists of the Armenian Revolutionary Federation and the Reborn
Armenia Party. Though it is led by Kocharyan, he will remain non-partisan, not becoming a member of parliament. 

During the short campagin, the alliance declared it prused a foreign policy aimed at Armenia's security. In practice this means
seeking closer ties with Russia. Other policy goals are the prevention of emigration, fighting corruption and inititiating economic
development. Notable is that the alliance also wanted to restrict activities of non-governmental organisations in Armenia. On top of
that, self-determination of the Nagorno-Karabach region is another top priority for the alliance. 

In the polls before the June 20 elections, the party was expected to challenge Pashinyan's Civil Contract party. Kocharyan was
even predicted to overtake Pashinyan in the most recent polls, scoring up to 29%. However, the election proved a dissapointment
for the Armenia Alliance. It gained 21.06% of the votes, which corresponds with 27 seats. Following the election , Kocharyan
refused to accept the results. Shortly after it did declare Armenia Alliance will take up its political mandates. 

 

I Have Honour Alliance

Party Leader: Artur Vanetsyan
Number of seats: 7
https://pativunem.am/hy/

The I Have Honour Alliance was founded by former Prime Minister and President, Serzh Sargsyan, in May of 2021. The alliance
consists of the Republican Party of Armenia and the Homeland Party. The alliance was established amid the large scale protests
that erupted in the country after the disastorous war against Azerbaijan. During the hectic election campagin the leader of the party
was Artur Vanetsyan, a former director of the National Security Service of Armenia. 

Despite the alliance only managing to gain 5.23% of the votes, with a threshold of 7% for political blocs, the party still managed to
gain 6 seats in parliament. Under the Armenian Constitution there need to be at least three parties represented in parliament. The
third party or alliance in terms of votes enters parliament regardless of whether it breaks the threshold. Another balancing method,
decreasing the number of seats of the largest party back to two-thirds, made sure that the alliance will hold 7 seats.

The alliance is best described as a centre-right to right-wing movement. Important themes are strenghtening the military and self-
determination of the Nagorno-Karabach region. It also seeks to support the Armenian Apostolic Church, besides other more
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general goals of developing the economy. When it comes to security, the party seeks closer ties with Russia. Its ideology could be
classified as national conservative.

Bright Armenia Party (BAP)

Party Leader: Edmon Marukyan
Number of seats: 0
https://brightarmenia.am/

Bright Armenia is a liberal political party founded on December 12, 2015. In the Armenian parliamentary election in 2017 and in the
Yerevan City Council election in 2017, it took part in the elections as part of the Way Out Alliance (YELQ) gaining few seats. In the
Yerevan City Council elections in 2018 it run as a part of Bright Alliance. The Alliance won three seats, where Bright Armenia won
two seats. In the 2021 early elections the party gained only 1.22% of the votes and failed to gain any seats. 

Leader of the party is Edmon Marukyan. He and his party called for raising relations with EU to the strategic partnership level. Bright
Armenia also believes in maintaining cooperation with Russia, and ensuring that the interests of Armenia are not compromised in
favor of other countries.

The Party is driven towards the development through liberal and progressive solutions and reforms. Their vision is that of a
modernized Armenia with equal opportunities, where the citizen is not means but a purpose. Moreover, Democracy is a principle of
initiative, as well as a basic value, by which it is driven. As a value, the Bright Armenia attaches importance to the development of
democracy in Armenia and in institutions contributing to it. As a principle of action, it highlights the pluralisms and respect for
freedom of expression.

Prosperous Armenia (BHK)

Party Leader: Gagik Tsarukyan
Number of seats: 0
http://www.bhk.am/en

The Prosperous Armenia Party was formed in January 2006 by millionaire businessman Gagik Tsarukyan, who used to be a close
associate of the president. BHK is a liberal conservative party, and the core party of the Tsarukyan Bloc in the National Assembly,
which includes smaller, lesser-known parties. The party started out as rather pro-presidential and traditionally supported the
governmental side. After the 2007 elections, Prosperous Armenia formed a coalition with the HHK.

uring the 2012 elections, the party managed to win 37 seats. The BHK nevertheless chose not to join the governing coalition, but for
some times avoided calling itself an opposition party. However, it gradually became more and more critical of especially the
economic policies of the government. This climaxed in a short but tense standoff between Tsarukyan and president Sarkisian in
March 2015, after which Tsarukyan stepped down and announced that he would quit active politics. Tsarukyan’s successor, BHK
MP Naira Zohrabyan, started rebranding BHK into a ‘real’ opposition party. However, in the most important issues, the party has so
far sided with the government. In February 2017, shortly before the parliamentary elections, BHK declared that Tsarukyan would
return as party leader.

In more recent times the influence of the party decreased. Though it held 26 seats in parliament after the 2018 election, it saw all of
those seats taken after the 2021 early elections. The party only managed to gain 3.96% of the votes. 5% is the threshold for political
parties. The party is best classified as a centre-right party, with pro-Russian and social conservative views. 

Biographies

Nikol Pashinian
Prime Minister

Nikol Pashinyan, born in 1975, is the leader of the My Step Alliance and the Civil Contract Party. He convincingly won the
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parliamentary elections on 9th of December, 2018. My Step Alliance gained 70.4% of the votes and therefore the majority in the
parliament.

Pashinyan was originally a journalist, being the editor of The Armenian Times, which criticised Serzh Sargsyan’s government. He
started his political career within the movement of former president Levon Ter-Petrossian, the Armenian National Congress. He
supported Ter-Petrossian in the elections of 2008, which had a violent aftermath with 10 people dying in clashes between
protesters and the police. Several opposition politicians were charged afterwards, which led Pashinyan to go into hiding. Later he
turned himself in and was released like many other political prisoners in 2011, after spending two years in jail.

In 2015, the Civil Contract was registered as a political party. The party participated in an alliance in the parliamentary elections of
2017 and gained 2 seats of the 9 seats won by the alliance. Pashinyan became the face of the protests in Spring 2018 which
resulted in the Velvet Revolution and the resignation of Serzh Sargsyan and his government. Pashinyan became the prime minister
in May and early parliamentary elections took place in December that same year, which he won with his My Step Alliance.

After the lost war against Azerbaijan in the fall of 2020, many Armenians became more critical of his government. Large scale
protests forced him to call early elections. When they took place, Pashinyan's Civil Contract party convinginly won the elections
though, gaining 53.9% of the votes. This corresponded with two-third of seats in parliament. This gave Pashinyan a strong mandate
to form a government as prime minister again. 

Vahagn Khachatrian
President
The 62-year-old Khachatrian is a well-known politician in Armenia, and a former mayor of Yerevan and MP. Since 2021, he served
in Pashinian’s cabinet as a Minister of High-Tech Industry. After his election on 3 March, 2022, he indicated his wish to be a
president for all Armenian citizens, not just for members of the ruling party. Khachatrian’s main concern seems to be the
international position of Armenia, especially after the devastating 2020 Nagorno-Karabakh war with Azerbaijan. He said that the
country’s security and defense capabilities need to increase, and desires stability in the region. “We must get rid of fears,
understand that our region should become a platform for cooperation. We have neighbors, we must be able to live in peace with
them. If society has a different vision, then we are leading the country to destruction.”

Robert Kocharyan
Leader of Armenia Alliance
Robert Kocharyan (31 August 1954) is one of the founders and current leader of the Armenia Alliance, which was established in
May of 2021. He was born in Stepanakert, in the Nagorno-Karabakh region. Througout his youth Kocharyan participated in several
political youth movement, before the first Nagorno-Karabakh war broke out. In 1992 he became the first prime minister of
the Nagorno-Karabakh Republic. He also became its first president untill 1998.

From 1998 Kocharyan became Armenia's president, which he remained untill 2008. In 2018, the Special Investigative Service (SIS)
of Armenia charged Kocharian for “overthrowing constitutional order of Armenia” in the last weeks of his presidency. He was
detianed three times following, but always was released quite soon after. Kocharyan also tried to play an important role in ending
the Nagorno-Karabakh war in the fall of 2020. 

Following the lost war, he became increasingly critical of Pashinyan's government. As part of the Homeland Salvation Movement he
called for Pashinyan's resignation. Shortly after early elections were called by Pashinyan, his became the leader of the Armenia
Alliance. After a short and hectic election campaign, with offensive statements coming form both sides, Kocharyan was not able to
win enough seats to oust his rival Pashinyan. He will not take up a seat in parliament, but will remain the leader of the Armenia
Alliance, which holds 29 seats in parliament as of the election. 

Edmon Marukyan
Chairman of Bright Armenia
Edmon Marukyan was born on January 13, 1981, in Kirovakan, Armenia, then part of the Soviet Union. Marukyan graduated from
the Moscow Institute of Commerce and Law in 2002 with a Bachelor of Law degree. In 2006, he qualified as a Specialist for the
Protection of Human Rights and Interests in the Helsinki Foundation for Human Rights, Warsaw. In 2007, he has graduated from
the Public Administration Academy of the Republic of Armenia with a Master of Law degree. Three years later, in 2010, Marukyan
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received his Masters in Law studying Human Rights and International Law at the University of Minnesota Law School. Since 2001,
Marukyan has been actively involved in human rights activism in Armenia. He has been the head of several non-government human
rights organisations.

Since 2001, he has specialised in the protection of human rights and has been considerably involved in the strengthening of
democracy and civil society in Armenia. In 2005, as a human rights NGO representative, he became an observer at the Public
Monitoring Group, observing the rights of persons taken into custody at criminal-executive institutions within Armenia. In the 2017
parliamentary elections, Marukyan led the proportional list of the Way Out Alliance, which won 9 seats out of 105 in National
Assembly, becoming the 3rd political power out of 4 entering the RA National Assembly. In addition to his committee assignments,
Marukyan has been a member of the Armenian delegation to the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe since 2017. As
part of the Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe group, he serves on the Committee on Equality and Non-Discrimination.

 

Gagik Tsarukyan
Leader of Tsarukyan Alliance
Gagik Tsarukyan was born in 1956 and is known for his wealth as a self-made man and former Olympic wrestler. His business
Multi Group includes large companies in the alcohol, dairy and gas branch. He entered politics in the early 2000s, with his party
Prosperous Armenia. He has very close ties to former President Robert Kocharyan, both as business partners and in politics. Some
critics claim it was also Kochariyan who pushed Tsarukyan towards politics, saying that without his influence Prosperous Armenia
would have never existed. In 2007, at entering national politics, Prosperous Armenia won 18 seats in the parliament.

During the years that followed, his party developed more and more as an opposition party, which eventually led to a clash between
him and the president Serzh Sargsyan. The president accused him of parliamentary absenteeism and started to investigate his
businesses and those of his allies. After this clash, Tsarukyan officially stepped down as political leader, leaving Prosperous
Armenia to his right-hand Naira Zohrabyan and pulling back from political life, focussing entirely on his business empire.

A few months before the elections in April 2017, Tsarukyan returned to the political arena as leader of the Tsarukyan Alliance,
which includes his own former party Prosperous Armenia and several smaller parties. It won 31 seats and is the second strongest
party after the ruling Republican Party (HHK). In the light of the controversial presidential election in March 2018, his alliance chose
not to support the only other opposition party in parliament, the Yelk Alliance, in going to court against the candidate of HHK and the
possible election of current president Serzh Sargsyan as next prime minister.

He remains in the position of a strong self-proclaimed opposition leader, although his actions have until now largely been supportive
of the ruling parties. His business empire requires him to keep good contacts with the government elites, as it was seriously
threatened during the 2012 clash. After the 2021 elections his Prosperous Armenia failed to win any seats, just gaining 3.96% of the
votes. This was below the 5% threshold for political parties. 
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